GTO Conference Promotional Announcement

Note:  This announcement is to be given by a couple.  It can be read as is, or embellished.


Husband – Hi, we are _____________ and _____________________ (names), and we are here to tell you that it’s time for you to sign up for the Marriage Tune-Up conference.  We’ve looked at the list, and some of you aren’t on it yet.  Well, this is your Sunday to sign up!  Come on now…you wouldn’t drive your car without ever changing the oil and getting regular tune-ups.  You can’t drive your marriage without regular Tune-Ups either!

Wife – The Marriage Tune-Up begins Friday evening, _______________(date), and goes through Saturday afternoon.  Harold and Bette Gillogly of GTO Family Ministries are leading the conference.  They are national marriage speakers, and a lot of fun.  They have written several books on marriage and also write for HomeLife and ParentLife magazines.  They’ve been helping couples celebrate their marriages since 1983.  We are really looking forward to their being here with us!

Husband – We hear a lot about how so much of what’s wrong with our society is due to the breakdown of the family.  Aren’t you glad you belong to a church trying to make a difference for families?  But this marriage celebration isn’t for broken down marriages.  It’s for those of us who want to make our marriages as good as they can get!  It’s for you if you care about your family and want to leave a legacy of a good, sound marriage.

Wife – This is also a great opportunity for outreach.  Good marriages are something everyone wants.  This is a chance to invite friends and neighbors – believers and unbelievers alike – to come improve their relationships and hear the good news that God has planned for them.

Husband – O.K…Now it’s time to deal with your excuses.  We know you have them.  Some of you have been thinking yours up while we’ve been talking.  The first one?  The old “leisure activity excuse”!  For you ball game fans, there’ll always be another game.  For you hunters, the deer will still be there the next weekend.  And the fish will still be biting.  But the conference will only be THIS weekend!  (State the date again.)


Wife – Then there’s the “children excuse.”  We’ve got an answer for that one too.  There is childcare provided for the younger children in the nursery, and the older children will have supervised activities.  In fact, do you want to do the most important thing you can do for your children?  Then invest in your relationship with your spouse!

Husband – Or how about the “We’ve been married since white bread was invented and there is nothing we can do to improve our relationship!” excuse?  There is no such thing as a stand-still relationship – with your spouse or with the Lord.  Either you’re moving forward or slipping backward!  Besides, God can teach even old dogs new tricks.  As a matter of fact, you senior adults have a tremendous impact on younger couples.  They need to see you actively growing in your relationship, so they can know how to do it too.

Wife – Then there’s the “My marriage is so terrible, there is nothing that can help it” excuse.  Well, God is still in the repair business and He doesn’t give up.  So you can’t either.  Who knows what He might have in store for you this weekend!

Husband – That reminds me of another excuse:  the old “My marriage is so wonderful, it can’t be improved” excuse.  See me after the service, I have a bridge I want to sell you.  Don’t you know that God is always wanting to work in our lives and our marriages – until DEATH do us part?

Wife – Then there’s always the “We can’t go; people will think there’s something wrong with us” excuse.  Hogwash!! Who cares?  Their thinking is messed up.  It’s God who doesn’t want you to miss this blessing!  And His is the only opinion that counts.

Husband – You get the picture!  This Marriage Celebration conference is something God wants to bless our church and community with.  It is going to be a very special time – and a lot of fun too!  So if you haven’t signed up yet, today is your day – no excuses.  There will be people at the tables in the back to help you register before you leave.  Decide now to do this for your marriage and your family!  God has such a blessing in store for you!

