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How to Connect with God and Each Other

Did you know there is more prayer-
power when two pray together than
when one prays alone? That’s what
Jesus promises in Matthew 18:19-20.
Here are His exact words: Again, | tell
you that if two of you on earth agree
about anything you ask for, it will be
done for you by my Father in
heaven. For where two or three come
together in my name, there am I with
them. That’s TWO...like youtwo as a
married couple! You don’t have to go
out hunting for a prayer partner; you
have a built-in TWO right there in your
own house.

Notice the first thing Jesus says
about the two of you praying together.
You must be “agreed”...be in real
harmony with one another... to tap into
the power. He promises that IF you
are agreed, the Father will do what you
ask. We can’t explain how this works;
we just know it does, because Jesus
keeps His promises. When the two of
you pray together, He declares that
your prayers will be POWERFUL. He
also promises He will be right there
with you and your mate in a special
way.

What a promise! And what an
encouragement! Jesus wants us to pray
together. He says, “Look what the
Father and | will do for you if you pray
together!” Now, that’s motivation! You
want your prayers to be more
powerful...right? You want to know
that Jesus is right there with you when
you pray...right?

O.K. this is what you desire, but you
might be thinking, “We’ve tried praying
together, but she prays for everything!
When she’s done, all that’s left for me
to pray is “Ditto!”

Or, “I fall asleep while he’s praying.
I’mamom - I’m always tired.”
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Or perhaps, “We don’t pray
together. It’s too embarrassing to pray
out loud in front of my wife.”

Good News! There are simple ways
to overcome these concerns and make
praying together fulfilling AND
exciting. Keep reading and we will
help you discover practical ways of
praying together that are easy and
comfortable...ways that will bring you
closer together than ever before.

Firstofall, prayer is simply a
conversation with God. So if you and
your mate are praying together, it is
simply a three-way conversation —
three friends talking together. When
you’re talking with friends, you don’t
hog the conversation, do you? (Well,
you shouldn’t.) You talk back and forth,
each person entering in, each listening
to the other. That’s what
Conversational Prayer is...a
conversation with God. And since you
and your mate are in the Throne Room
together, it is the two of you having a
conversation with God.

Jesus wants us
to pray together

Suppose you and your spouse are
concerned about your son’s school
grades. When you pray for him, one of
you might start: “Lord, we are really
concerned about Timmy. He’s having
trouble keeping up with his math
assignments and is falling behind.” The
other can chime in: “Father, he’s really
anxious about his grades. We’ve tried
to help him with his homework, but he’s
just not getting it.” Back to the first
mate: “What can we do to help our son,
Lord? I never really “‘got” math when |

was in school, and I’m at a loss to help
him.” Second mate: “I think |
understand his math homework, but |
need a better way to help him
understand it. We need Your wisdom to
know how to help him.” First mate
again: “Thank you, Lord, that we can
count on Your help. InJesus’ name,
Amen.”

See? It’s a conversation. But wait
aminute...it’s a three-way
conversation. Don’t be afraid of some
silence as you pray together. God
wants to get a word in too. He may
bring a Scripture to mind, or a person
He wants you to pray for. He may
even reveal a new strategy to solve
your son’s problem (or whatever
problem is at hand). When you are
praying, God has your attention and can
speak to your heart and mind.
Remember what He said in Jeremiah
33:3, Call to me and I will answer you
and tell you great and unsearchable
things you do not know.

So there are three of you in the
Throne Room. This isan intimate time
together. There isa connection...a
closeness. You are in the arms of the
Father, soit’s really all right to be in
each other’s arms as well. At least
hold hands as you pray. If you’re not
used to praying together, it’s going to
feel awkward at first. But the rewards
of closeness...of connection...of power
in prayer...make it so worthwhile. And
we promise it will get easier. Not only
easier, but as natural...and
necessary...as breathing.

To help you find that “easy spot,”
here’s another practical suggestion that
really works: Pray Scripture
together. This is the easiest way to
start a three-way conversation with
God. It’s easier to read a script than to
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make up what to say, isn’tit? So let
Scripture be your script. And you know
what? God loves when you pray His
Word back to Him. Don’t you love it
when your child spouts your words?
You know he’s actually embracing what
you’ve told him. Well, it warms the
Father heart of God to hear you
embracing what He’s told you in His
Word.

Take a look at Philippians 4:6-7: Do
not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.

This Scripture means a lot to us right
now. Our sump-pump recently
malfunctioned, creating a raw sewage
back up in our house. We are still
wrestling with all the repairs, as well as
with our builder. So we have been
praying this Scripture something like
this: Harold: “Dear Lord, help us not to
be anxious about this mess and how
we’re going to pay for it.” Bette: “But
instead, we are bringing the whole thing

to You and trusting You for the
solution.” Harold: “But first of all, we
want to thank you, Lord, for helping us
discover the problem quickly. It could
have been so much worse than it was.”
Bette: “We long for Your peace that
transcends our understanding, because
our understanding is so self-focused
right now.” Harold: “So guard our
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus and
help us not to worry and fret. In Jesus’
name, Amen.”

We’ve simply been praying Philip-
pians 4:6-7, applying it to our own
situation, praying it conversationally
phrase by phrase. Easy, huh?

We hope you will take the
opportunity right now to start
experiencing all the good stuff Jesus
promises when you pray together.
Colossians 1:9-12 isa good place to
start. Paul begins by saying, For this
reason, since the day we heard about
you, we have not stopped praying for
you and asking God... And then he
continues to express all the good things
he’s been praying for the Colossian
believers. ...to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all
spiritual wisdom and understanding.
...that you may live a life worthy of

the Lord and may please him in every
way: bearing fruit in every good
work, growing in the knowledge of
God, being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great
endurance and patience, and
joyfully giving thanks to the Father,
who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the
kingdom of light.

Let Scripture be
your script

We urge you to pray this prayer right
now...for each other, for your children
or perhaps for a friend. Pray it phrase
by phrase, taking turns. Think about
each phrase as you read it out loud.
What a powerful prayer to pray over
someone you love! When you finish,
you can know assuredly that you have
been heard, that your requests were
according to God’s will, that there was
great power in your prayer and that
Jesus Himself was with you in a special
way, just like He promised.
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GTO MARRIAGE MINISTRIES provides the following resources and services to enrich your marriage:
Experiencing Oneness — An interactive, Biblical study for you and your mate to discover together God's principles for your marriage. This
book covers 12 important marriage subjects, with each chapter broken into 7 bite-sized studies. — $14.95 + $3 S/H.
Experiencing Sexual Intimacy — Six part CD series on Romance and Sex including: Romance—Barriers and Bridges, Celebrating Sex, From
Good Sex to Great Sex Pt.1 & 2, 7 Secrets of a Great Lover and More Secrets for Great Lovers. $24.95 + $3 S/H
God's Truth for Healthy Thinking — Twelve different topics on these Truth cards with verses to help when feeling discouraged, angry, worried,
guilty, disappointed, resentful, unloved, wronged, rejected, etc. $9.95 + $3 S/H
Achieving God’s Design for Marriage — This Biblical, practical marriage enrichment curriculum is designed for churches to use in Sunday
School, Home Studies, Seminars and Couples’ Retreats. Leader’s Guide ($24.95) + $3 S/H
Cord o' 3 Love Knots — A unique representation of Eccl. 4:12 (A cord of three strands is hard to break.) $10-15 + S/H
GTO Oneness Wedding Candle — A unique wedding candle showing God’s union of husband & wife. $95 + S/H
GTO CDs — Our fourteen most popular marriage subjects on CDs. $5 each, $4 each for 5 or more + S/H
Seminars/Retreats — Our growing GTO Team of Couples are available to conduct Marriage Enrichment Seminars/Retreats in your church or
community. They are available to your church on an honorarium basis plus expenses (see website for details).
Newsletters & Seeds for Growth — GTO Seeds for Growth articles, such as this one, are included in monthly email newsletter, GTO NEWS
HI-LYTER. Available upon request — donations welcome. Complete set of previous editions of Seeds for Growth for $10

If you would like to order the above resources or receive more information contact:
GTO MARRIAGE MINISTRIES, 2436 Haskell Drive, Antioch, TN 37013
TOLL-FREE order line: 1-800-546-5486 — Credit Cards accepted (or order online at www.marriages.net)

GTO Family Ministries is a non-profit ministry supported by charitable donations from individuals and churches. If youwould like to
contribute to this marriage/family ministry, send your tax-deductable gifts to: GTO, 2436 Haskell Drive, Antioch, TN 37013



